
This database represents the sample of the mail survey that was conducted in the
framework of this research. The sample is based on a list provided to us in October
2000 by the Ministry of Justice of the Kyrgyz Republic. The list contained 362 regis-
tered mass media, with the names of their directors/founders and mailing addresses.
The registration of mass media is compulsory in Kyrgyzstan.

Already at the first glance we realized that the list contained a number of mistakes:
some media were listed several times under various founders and addresses, while
other media outlets were not listed at all. We corrected these obvious mistakes and
excluded those regional media from the sample that had already been surveyed dur-
ing the field trips in the regions. We also excluded all the media that have no indepen-
dent editorial policy (i.e. institutional newsletters). As a result, 232 media were se-
lected to receive the mail questionnaire (see Annexe C2).

The compilation of the media database continued in the following way: the letters that
were returned to us by the post, respectively the unkown media organisations, were
marked with an asterik (*). The numbers in the second column were introduced by
the research team and refer to the media that, according to our own knowledge, come
out regularly or with some breaks. The database was completed with data on elec-
tronic media, gathered on our trips to the regions and from an already existing data-
base on electronic media compiled by Internews. Although the list provided by the
Ministry of Justice requires additional verification (more exact data may be obtained
after the media re-registration is over in November 2001), we can say with certainty
that all the media in the lower part of the database (# 347-392) exist and operate as
of today.1

.................................................................................................
D2 Kyrgyzstan media database 2001

1 Newspapers “Vecherny Bishkek-Osh” and “Litsa” existed at the beginning of the research, but later they were shut down – the
former ran out of funding and the former was too active during the presidential election campaign.
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