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Context and objectives

More than a decade ago Central Asia and the Caucasus were projected onto the international scene after the breakdown of the Soviet Union. This unexpected event provoked both fears and hopes among the domestic population and the international community as to what and how successful the “transition” in the region would be. Looking at the present political and socio-economic situation of these regions, the conference aims at analysing the pertinence of the concept of “transition” as an instrument for understanding the countries and societies of Central Asia and the South Caucasus. Furthermore, it is important to ask what future direction these countries may take in view of consolidating their recently achieved statehood and responding to the challenges these regions face due to a greater geo-strategic importance after the United States' war on terrorism. Thus the final goal of the conference is to explore possible policy responses available to the international donor community.

The conference is aimed primarily at scholars, students, practitioners and international policy makers dealin g with Central Asia. The conference’s languages will be English and French. There will be no translation. The papers presented at the conference will be published as Conference Proceedings. 

Presentation of the partners

Since the beginning of the 1990s, the Graduate Institute of International Studies is actively involved in promoting the study of Central Asia and the Caucasus through teaching, research, publications and conferences. A succession of conferences in 1994, 1995, and 2001, has made the Graduate Institute a turning point for the mutual exchange between academics and policy makers dealing with the area. The conferences dealt with the armed conflicts in the region, the independence of Tajikistan, and the involvement of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in the Caucasus and Central Asia. 

CIMERA (Civic Initiatives, Media and Research, www.cimera.org) is a Geneva-based, private, non – profit organisation with a strong focus on media development, governance projects and research. CIMERA considers that media development depends on the political culture, the existence of an active civil society and on a basic knowledge of the socio-political realities of the concerned societies. Therefore, it completes its engagement in the media sector with projects in the fields of governance and research. Since 1999 CIMERA is active in the South Caucasus, Central Asia and the Balkans. 

The Conference: Venue, Structure and Program

The conference will take place on 17 March 2004 at the Graduate Institute of International Studies, 132 Rue de Lausanne, Geneva, Room S1. 

In the morning, one keynote speaker will present an overview of the region and of the main topic. This presentation will be followed by two panels (where a number of experts of the region will shortly present and discuss papers) and a final roundtable discussion where a rapporteur and panellists will try to draw conclusions for future research and policy activities in the region. The conference will be followed by a publication collecting the papers.

	10h00 -11h30
	Key note address 
	L’Asie Centrale au 20ème siècle: Quelle est l’utilité du concept de “transition” pour expliquer l’histoire de cette région?
Catherine Poujol-Fourniau, INALCO, Paris



	11h45- 13h30
	Panel 1


	The Political System in the South Caucasus, 

Vicken Cheterian, CIMERA, Yerevan

L’état et ses chantiers idéologiques en Asie Centrale, 

Frédérique Guérin,  IUHEI, Geneva

Bouleversements et reconfiguration régionale, 

Thierry Kellner, IUHEI, Geneva 

L’eau en Asie Centrale: un cas de (non)-coopération régionale, Jérémy Allouche, IUHEI, Geneva



	13h30-14h30
	
	Lunch

	14h30- 16h00
	Panel 2


	The Political Economy of Violence in the Caucasus and Central Asia, Achim Wennmann, IUHEI, Geneva

Systemic transition, poverty and social fragmentation in the South Caucasus: Main issues from the perspective of development studies, 

Frédéric Lapeyre, Louvain-la-Neuve 

“Transition” without the Rule of Law and Human Rights?, 

Gerald Staberock, International Commission of Jurists, Geneva

The Disillusions of Donors? The Case of Switzerland, 

Luigi De Martino, CIMERA, Geneva 



	16h30- 18h00
	Round-table
	Scenarios for the Future: a Roundtable Discussion with the Panellists

Rapporteur, Jean-Nicolas Bitter, DFAE, PDIV

	18h15
	
	Reception 


Contact 

If you have any question, the contact persons for this conference are 

	Prof. Mohammad-Reza Djalili
Professor

Gradate Institute of International Studies and specialist on Central Asia and the Caucasus

Tel.: 022 908 57 47

E-mail: djalili@hei.unige.ch.


	Dr. Daniel Warner
Executive Director

Program for the Study of International Organization(s)

Gradate Institute of International Studies

Tel: 022 908 57 47

E-mail: warner@hei.unige.ch.



	Ms. Fréderique Guérin
Project Coordinator

Program for the Study of International Organization(s)

Gradate Institute of International Studies

Tel: 022 908 57 43

E-mail: guerinf1@hei.unige.ch.
	Mr. Luigi De Martino

CIMERA, Geneva

28 Av. De l’Athénée

P.O. Box 474

1211 Geneva 12

Tel: 022 347 52 06 / +41792184017

E-mail:luigi.demartino@cimera.org
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