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BeepeHne

KoHdepeHuus, npoeepeH-
Has B Oywanbe 21-22 anpens
2002 ropa B pamKkax MpoekTa
permoHanbHbix CMU LleHT-
panbHoi Asuu, cTaBuna nepep
coboii TpyaHyto 3apady: MHu-
LMMPOBaTL B LeHTpanbHoasu-
atckux CMM puckyccuio o
mecTe ucnama B obuiectee M
O COOTHOLUEHMM UCama M no-
nutnkn. LLinpoko pacnpoctpa-
HEHO MHeHMe, 4YTO, C OAHOM
CTOPOHbI, MOMUTUUYECKMI MCIaM
npepcraenset coboi noTeHum-
anbHyto yrpo3sy 6esonacHocTtu
ctpaH LieHTpanbHoM As3um, K
NMOTOMY YeM MeEHbleE 3Ta
6onesHeHHas Tema b6yperT
NMOAHMMATBLCS, TEM Myulle, a
ppyroi, - uyto obcyxkpeHne
aton Tembl B CMM Kkak Takosoe
moxeT 6bITb Ha pyKy Hanbo-
nee pagMKanbHbIM U PaspyLUm-
TenbHbIM cunam B obuiecTse.

Cobpae Ha KOHepeHLmH
B Jywanbe yueHbIXx M KypHa-
NUCTOB, C TeM, YTOBbI XKypHa-
nucTbl cmornm oboraTute cBOM
3HaHMS M Ha4YaTb B CBOMX M3pa-
HMSIX OTKpbITOE ob6cCyxpeHue
TEMbI UCNIAMA, Mbl TEM CaMbIM
KaTeropuyecku oTBepraem mnto-

AHppe Jlopu,

CIMERA, XeHeBa, aupektop npoekta CMU LIA.

6ble NonbITKM onpasgaTth NoMu-
TMKY 3amanuusanus. [pu atom
Mbl PYKOBOLCTBYEMCSl OBYMS
coobpaxenusmu. Bo-nepsbix,
B camoi LleHTpanbHon Asum
No4YTHM HeT MHDOopMauuK O
nonutuyeckom wucname. Bo-
BTOPbIX, BONpPeKu bbiTytowemy
MHeHuto, oceeuieHne 8 CMU
6onesHeHHbIX BOMPOCOB, BOJSI-
Hytowmnx obuwecTso, cosep-
WeHHO He obssaTenbHo Hera-
TMBHO BMMSIET Ha CUTYyaUMIO.
Mpobnema He B TOM, Kakue
BOMPOCbI OCBELLATb, @ B TOM,
Kak ux ocBeliaTb. Manoeepo-
SITHO, 4TOObI B3BELLEHHbINM aHa-
MUTHMYECKMI MaTepuan, OCHO-
BaHHbIM HA TOYHbIX [AHHBbIX M
BbIBEPEHHbIX paKTax, ClpoBO-
LMpOBarn rpaaaHCcKyro BOMHY.

Kak mbl BugMm, o BnmsiHum
CMMU Ha obuiecTBeHHble Hac-
TPOEHMS B LLEMOM M Ha KOH-
MIUKTHbIE CUTYaLMM B HACTHOCTH
M3BECTHO HemHoro. Passutuio
YPHANMUCTUKM B HbIHELLHEM
Tap)KMKUCTaHE NpensaTCTBYET B
TOM uuCne M cyliecTByrolLee
npepcTtaenexune, 4yto CMM 6bi-
N1 OAHUM M3 OCHOBHbIX (PAKTO-
POB, MPMBEQLUMX K FPapaHc-

kon BomHe B 1992 ropy. B
pesynbtate B MecTHbix CMM
yCTaHOBMIAcb CaMOLLEH3YpPa, M
Ha CerogHsLWHUM AEeHb B HUX HE
BeAeTCs CKonbKo-HMbypab ce-
pbe3HbIX AMCKyccun ob ncname
BoobLue, O NOMUTUHECKOM MC-
flamMe unu O POonu pPenurum B
obwectee. Mexpay Tem npep-
CTaBlieHHMe O [AeCTPYKTMBHOM
ponu CMWU ocTtaeTcs HepoKa-
3aHHbIM, M B0 CMX MOP He npo-
BOAMMNOCb CUCTEMATMUHECKMX
MccnepoBaHui B 3Tol obnacTu.
CTpemscb BOCMOMNHUTL 3TOM
npo6en u nomoub coobuiecTey
XypHanuMcTtoB TapXXMKMUCTaHA
cocrasutb Bonee 4eTkoe npeg-
CTaBneHWe O TOM POnM, KOTO-
pyto HekoTtopble CMWU cbir-
panu B Tparm4yeckmx cobbitmsx
tex net, CIMERA B atom rogy
NPMCTYMNUT K peanu3aumm Ha-
y4YHO-MCCNepoBaTeNbCKOro
NpoeKTa Mo 3TOM TeMaTuKe.
BbisbiBaeT yamBneHue TOT
dakT, 4to Hu B LleHTpanbHOM
A3un, HM 3a ee npepenamu
Nno4YTH HeT MHpopMaLMU O poO-
N MCrnama Kak rnonmMTM4yecKoro
dakTopa. B nopreepixkpeHue
ycTOsBLUEMYCS MHEHHIO 06
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The goal of the
Dushanbe conference on 21 and
22 April 2002, organised within
the framework of the regional
CA Media, appeared as a chal-
lenge: provoke discussions over
the questions of Islam in soci-
ety and Islam and politics in
Central Asia media. On the one
hand, there is a general belief
that political Islam represents
today a potential threat to the
security of the republics of Cen-
tral Asia, and that the less this
sensitive topic is raised, the
better. On the other hand,
there is also the belief that me-
dia would, simply by address-
ing this issue, provide support
and encouragement to the most
radical and violent voices.

By organising such a con-
ference in Dushanbe, gathering
experts and journalists together
in order to encourage the lat-
ter to benefit from the knowl-
edge of the former, and by
launching a public debate on
these questions through their
media, means that we radically
deny any justification for a
policy of silence. For two rea-
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sons: the first, because informa-
tion on the reality of political
Islam is dramatically missing
within Central Asia itself. The
second because media does not
have obligatorily the negative
impact it is assumed to have
when raising sensitive issues.
The question is not what issues
to address but how to address
them: it is unlikely that balanced
and analytical material, based
on precise data and facts, will
provoke a civil war.

As we have seen, little is
known on the impact of media
in general, and on the impact
of media in conflict situations in
particular. The development of
journalism in Tajikistan is cur-
rently hampered, due in part to
the common belief that the
media was one of the main fac-
tors in the outbreak of civil war
in 1992. This belief is sufficient
to act as a self-censoring fac-
tor, and to ensure that no seri-
ous debate takes place in the
generalist media of the country
on Islam, political Islam or on the
role of religion in society. How-
ever, there is little evidence so

far and, for the time being, no
systematic research has been
carried out in this area. It is with
the hope to fill this vacuum, and
to help the community of jour-
nalists of Tajikistan to have a
clearer view on the role certain
media have taken in those dra-
matic events, that CIMERA is
to launch this year a research
project on that subject.

On the question of political
Islam itself in Central Asia, one
can only be struck by the gen-
eral lack of information avail-
able, both outside as well as
within the region. To illustrate
their beliefs in the danger po-
litical Islam would today repre-
sent, experts generally mention
that an Islamic component, the
Islamic Renaissance Party,
played a key role in the civil
war in Tajikistan between 1992
and 1997 as a prominent mem-
ber of the United Tajik Opposi-
tion. They also point to the ac-
tivities of movements such as
the Hizb ut-Tahrir (HT) and the
Islamic Movement of
Uzbekkistan (IMU). The events
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OMacHOCTM MOMMTUYECKOrO
ucnama, ydeHble obbIuHO cCbl-
narotcs Ha 1o, u4to [lapTtus
MCNaMCKOro BO3POXAEHMS,
kak Hambonee BnusTenbHas
cuna B pspgax Ob6bepuHeHHOM
TafAXKMKCKOM OMMO3ULMM, CbIr-
parna Kno4YeByro ponb B rpak-
OAaHCKOM BOMHe B TapXXMKuc-
TaHe B 1992-1997 ropax. Npwu-
HSTO TaKXe ynoMuHaTb Aes-
TENbHOCTb TaKMX CHMM, Kak
Xuzb-yT-Taxpup n Mcnamckoe
nemxeHme YsbekucrtaHa. Co-
6bitns 11 centsbps 2001 r. u
ob6bsBneHHas AMepHKon «BOK-
Ha C TEPPOPM3IMOM» MMLUb
NoAKPEenuUnu 3TO MHeHMe.
Beinyctue B ceet 6ectcennep
o pBmxKeHnmn TannbaH, xypHa-
nuct Axmepn Pawmpg nocestun
CBOIO CMEAYIOLLYIO KHUI'y TEME
ucnama B LleHTpanbHon Azum.
B kHMre c HepByCMbICNEHHbIM
Ha3BaHnem «[xkuxag. Mogbem
BOMHCTBYIOLLEro Mcrama B
LeHTpanbHoM A3uu» aBTOp
Bbiparkaet ybexwpeHne, 4TO
MCMaMCKMe [BMXKEHUS «pac-
NPOCTPaHSOTCS C HEBepoSsT-
HOM cKopocTblo». Bnpouem,
HeKoTopble paKTbl, Ha KOTO-
pble OH onupaeTcs, NpPeacTas-
NSIOTCS COMHMUTENbHbIMMU. TakK,
aBTOpP MPMBOAMUT COAEPIKAHUE
6ecepbl c 4ENOBEKOM, Ha3BaB-
WMMCS OQHMM M3 NUAEPOB
Xu36-yT-Taxpmp U 3asBMBLLMM,
yto «uto y Xusb-yt-taxpup
6onee 60 TbiCSY CTOPOHHUKOB
TOnbKO B TalLKEHTE, U AECSITKH

TbiCSY B gpyrux ropogax». llo
MHEHWIO aBTOpa, 3TO 3asBerne-
HMe «nopTBepXkpaeTcs dak-
TOM MAacCCOBbIX apecToOB une-
HOB Xu36-yT-Taxpup B Tpex
LLeHTpanbHOa3MaTCKMX CTpaHax
B 1999-2001 rr.» Y Bcskoro,
KTO BCTpEeYarncs c NpaBo3aLmT-
HUKamu B Y3bekucTtaHe, Takoe
NOATBEPIKAEHME BbI3OBET MMLLb
HepOyMeHUe: MO MHEHMIO
y36eKCKMX MpaBoO3alMTHUKOB,
o6BUHEHHE B cBA3AX ¢ Xu3b-
yT-Taxpup McCnonb3yertcs ro-
Cy[apCTBEHHbIMM OpraHamu
NpPpocTo Kak npepnor pans
MaccoBbix apectoB nobbix
MHakombicnawmx. M3 atoro
npuMmepa SCHO, HACKOMbKO
Mano Mbl 3HaeM O npegmerte
pasrosopa. M3BecTHo, u4TO
CyWecTByYyeT BOOPYXEH-HOE
OBUXKEHME, 4YTO CcyllecTByeT
Xu3b-yT-Taxpmp, pasBepHyB-
WKMM NponaraHpy [axke B MH-
TepHeTte. Npu Bcem TOoM MHO-
rMe crneumanucTbl MO PErMoHy
NPU3HAIOT, 4YTO MOKAa HUKOMY
He y[anocb OLEHWUTb peanbHbIN
NOTEeHUMan 3TUX OBUXKEHMUNA.
OpHo peno — nposouupoBaTb
BOOPY>KEHHbIE€ CTONIKHOBEHMS B
TPYQHOZOCTYMHbIX FOPHbIX pa-
MOHax M MopAepIXMBaTtb Tam
HecTabMnNbHOCTb, M COBCEM
Jpyroe geno — ceepraTtb npa-
BMTEMNbCTBA MINM yCTAHAaBMNMBATb
xanudaTt B DepraHckon ponu-
He.

Het Tak»xe scHocTu u B
onpepeneHnn Toro, 4YTo Takoe

MONMUTMYECKUM UCMAM M KaKyto
dopMy rocypapcTBeHHOCTH
MMEIOT B BMAY TE CMNbl, KOTO-
pble CTPEMSTCS — UMK CHUTAET-
csl, 4TO CTPeMsTCs — MocTpo-
MTb B PErMoHe «MCrnamcKoe
rocygapcteo». Mbl counu
HYXHbIM MPMUrNacuTb Ha Hawy
OMCKYCCHIO cneuMmanucta ms
MpaHa, utobbl OH pacckasan
y4YacTHMKaAM O rocypapcTBeH-
HOM YCTPOMCTBE U PYHKLUMOHM-
[pOBaHWKU 3TOM MCNAMCKOM pec-
ny6nuMku, mcrnonb3yrowencs
KaK CMMBOMN B PUTOPHKE MOMM-
THMYecKoro ucnama. B kavectee
elie OfHOro npMmepa M3BHe
perMoHa Mbl BKMOYMAM B MoO-
BECTKY AHS KOHMepeHLuUH
AOKNaj o ponuM MCNamCKoro
dakTopa B BOMHe B bocHuu-
lepueroeuHe. Tak e, Kak U B
cTtpaHax LeHtpanbHorn Asuu
cerofHs, AecsaTb neT Hasap,
cuTyaums Ha bankaHax Bbi3Bana
MHOrO4YMCNEHHbIE KOMMEHTa-
PYM M NPEANONIOXKEHUs O Ha-
yane HOBOroO «AXKMxaga» U o
nonbiTke BOCHUHUCKMX MYCYrb-
MaH YCTaHOBMTb MCNamcKoe
rocypapcTtso B 3Ton yactm Es-
ponbi. OgHako Npu geTanbHOM
aHanuse cutyaumm Ha banka-
Hax, a paBHo u B LleHTpanbHoM
A31K, BbIPMCOBLIBAETCS KaPTH-
Ha ropaspo 6onee crnoxHas,
4YeM TO NpepnonaraetT mopHas
HbIHE TEOPHS «CTONKHOBEHMS
LUMBUAM3ALUM» .

BosBpawasce k nonoxke-
Huo B LeHTpanbHon Asuu,
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of the 11 of September 2001
and the American “war on ter-
rorism"” have only served to re-
inforce such a general impres-
sion. After his best seller on the
Talibans, the journalist Ahmed
Rashid dedicated his next book
to Islamism in Central Asia. Its
title contains no ambiguity:
"Jihad, the Rise of Militant Is-
lam in Central Asia”, and ex-
pressed the conviction that Is-
lamic movements are "spread-
ing with incredible speed”.
However, some data used to
illustrate this process appears
doubtful. An interlocutor pre-
sented as an HT leader claimed,
"that the HT now has more than
sixty thousand supporters in
Tashkent alone and tens of thou-
sands in other cities”. For the
author of the book, this claim is
"supported by the large number
of arrests of HT members in all
three countries between 1999
and 2001". Such an illustration
can only perplex anyone who
has had the opportunity to con-
fer with Human Rights activists
in Uzbekistan. They generally
consider that charges of affilia-
tion to the HT are a mere pre-
text for indiscriminate and mas-
sive government arrests of all
kind of opponents. Such an ex-
ample appears revealing on the
state of knowledge on this sub-
ject: we do know about the
existence of an armed move-
ment, we do know about the

existence of Hizb ut-Tahrir,
whose propaganda is available
even on the Internet, but - and
many specialists on the region
agree on this - nobody seems
able to measure the real poten-
tial of these movements. Pro-
voking armed clashes in a re-
mote and mountainous area of
the region and maintaining it in
a state of permanent insecurity
is one thing. To overthrow gov-
ernments or create a Califat in
the Ferghana Valley is a totally
different one.

There is also a general
vagueness on the meaning of
political Islam and what form of
State is referred to by those
willing, or believed to be will-
ing, to establish an "Islamic
State" in the region. While dis-
cussing Islam and society and
political Islam, we therefore
thought it appropriate to invite
someone from lran, able to
bring light on the institutional
functioning of this “Islamic Re-
public”, which represents a sym-
bol in terms of political Islam.
As a second example from out-
side the Central Asian region,
we thought it also instructive to
have a presentation on the role
political Islam played during the
war in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Like
in Central Asia today, the situ-
ation in the Balkans ten years
ago provoked many comments
and assumptions on a new
"Jihad" taking place there and

on the supposed attempt, from
the Bosnian Muslims, to estab-
lish an Islamic State in this re-
gion of Europe. A close analy-
sis of the situation however, as
in Central Asia, gives a picture
with more nuances than the
fashionable “clash of civilisation"
theory would suggest.

Coming back to the situa-
tion in Central Asia, one of the
most encouraging lessons to be
learnt from the Dushanbe con-
ference lay in the kind of dis-
cussions that took place during
those two days. Many partici-
pants and observers were posi-
tively surprised by the fact that
representatives of political
movements which were, only a
few years ago, engaged in
armed battle, could discuss
calmly and publicly - and argue
with each other - the nature of
political Islam in Tajiikistan. By
their acceptance of the dia-
logue, Mr Mukhiddin Kabiri,
Deputy Chairman of Party Is-
lamic Renaissance in Tajikistan,
Mr Ibrohim Usmonov, State Ad-
viser to the President of the
Republic of Tajikistan proved it:
a public and open debate is
possible today in Tajikistan, and,
we believe, in some other coun-
tries of Central Asia. And it is
time for the media to give it the
place it deserves.
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Hafgo OTMETUTb, YTO OAHMM M3
Hanbonee obBHape)XuBarOLLMUX
MTOroB KoHdepeHumun B [y-
waHbe cTtan xapaKTep gMCKyc-
CMM, NMPOXOAMBLUMX B 3TH ABA
AHS. MHOrMe y4acTHUKM M
obospesatenu 6binn NpuUsTHO
YOMBIIEHbI TEM, YTO NPEACTaBu-
TENM MNOMUTHMUYECKMX OBUMKEHUM,
eLlLe HeCKOMbKO feT Ha3ap Bo-
BME€YEHHbIX B BOOPYXEHHbIE
KOHPNMUKTBI, cMornu ny6bnuuHo
B CMOKOMHOM TOHe BecepoBaTtb
- M cnopuTb - O npupopge
MONMMTMYECKOro Mcrnama B
TapxuknctaHe. ToT dakT, yTO
B AManore MpUHSNM yyactue
3aMecTuTenb npepcepartens
MapTuM McnaMckoro BO3pPOXK-
nexns TapykukuctaHa M.Kabu-
py 1 locypapcTBeHHbIM coBeT-
Huk [pesmupenta Pecnybnuku
Tapyukuctan U. K. YcmoHos,
CBMAETENLCTBYET, YTO CEroAHS
B TafXXMKMCTaAHE — M, KaK MbI
rnofiaraem, 1 B gpyrux cTpaHax
LeHTpanbHon A3um — BO3-
MOXHa oTkpbiTas obwecT-
BEHHas AMCKYCCHs MO OCTPbIM
Bonpocam. lMpuwno Bpems,
uytobbl 3Ta pUCKyccHs 3aHsna
JOCTOMHOE MECTO B CPEeACTBaX
MaccoBOM MHOPMaLMH.
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