
Êîíôåðåíöèÿ, ïðîâåäåí-
íàÿ â Äóøàíáå 21-22 àïðåëÿ
2002 ãîäà â ðàìêàõ ïðîåêòà
ðåãèîíàëüíûõ ÑÌÈ Öåíò-
ðàëüíîé Àçèè, ñòàâèëà ïåðåä
ñîáîé òðóäíóþ çàäà÷ó: èíè-
öèèðîâàòü â öåíòðàëüíîàçè-
àòñêèõ ÑÌÈ äèñêóññèþ î
ìåñòå èñëàìà â îáùåñòâå è
î ñîîòíîøåíèè èñëàìà è ïî-
ëèòèêè. Øèðîêî ðàñïðîñòðà-
íåíî ìíåíèå, ÷òî, ñ îäíîé
ñòîðîíû, ïîëèòè÷åñêèé èñëàì
ïðåäñòàâëÿåò ñîáîé ïîòåíöè-
àëüíóþ óãðîçó áåçîïàñíîñòè
ñòðàí Öåíòðàëüíîé Àçèè, è
ïîòîìó ÷åì ìåíüøå ýòà
áîëåçíåííàÿ òåìà áóäåò
ïîäíèìàòüñÿ, òåì ëó÷øå, à ñ
äðóãîé, - ÷òî îáñóæäåíèå
ýòîé òåìû â ÑÌÈ êàê òàêîâîå
ìîæåò áûòü íà ðóêó íàèáî-
ëåå ðàäèêàëüíûì è ðàçðóøè-
òåëüíûì ñèëàì â îáùåñòâå.

Ñîáðàâ íà êîíôåðåíöèè
â Äóøàíáå ó÷åíûõ è æóðíà-
ëèñòîâ, ñ òåì, ÷òîáû æóðíà-
ëèñòû ñìîãëè îáîãàòèòü ñâîè
çíàíèÿ è íà÷àòü â ñâîèõ èçäà-
íèÿõ îòêðûòîå îáñóæäåíèå
òåìû èñëàìà, ìû òåì ñàìûì
êàòåãîðè÷åñêè îòâåðãàåì ëþ-

áûå ïîïûòêè îïðàâäàòü ïîëè-
òèêó çàìàë÷èâàíèÿ. Ïðè ýòîì
ìû ðóêîâîäñòâóåìñÿ äâóìÿ
ñîîáðàæåíèÿìè. Âî-ïåðâûõ,
â ñàìîé Öåíòðàëüíîé Àçèè
ïî÷òè íåò èíôîðìàöèè î
ïîëèòè÷åñêîì èñëàìå. Âî-
âòîðûõ, âîïðåêè áûòóþùåìó
ìíåíèþ, îñâåùåíèå â ÑÌÈ
áîëåçíåííûõ âîïðîñîâ, âîë-
íóþùèõ îáùåñòâî, ñîâåð-
øåííî íå îáÿçàòåëüíî íåãà-
òèâíî âëèÿåò íà ñèòóàöèþ.
Ïðîáëåìà íå â òîì, êàêèå
âîïðîñû îñâåùàòü, à â òîì,
êàê èõ îñâåùàòü. Ìàëîâåðî-
ÿòíî, ÷òîáû âçâåøåííûé àíà-
ëèòè÷åñêèé ìàòåðèàë, îñíî-
âàííûé íà òî÷íûõ äàííûõ è
âûâåðåííûõ ôàêòàõ, ñïðîâî-
öèðîâàë ãðàæäàíñêóþ âîéíó.

Êàê ìû âèäèì, î âëèÿíèè
ÑÌÈ íà îáùåñòâåííûå íàñ-
òðîåíèÿ â öåëîì è íà êîíô-
ëèêòíûå ñèòóàöèè â ÷àñòíîñòè
èçâåñòíî íåìíîãî. Ðàçâèòèþ
æóðíàëèñòèêè â íûíåøíåì
Òàäæèêèñòàíå ïðåïÿòñòâóåò â
òîì ÷èñëå è ñóùåñòâóþùåå
ïðåäñòàâëåíèå, ÷òî ÑÌÈ áû-
ëè îäíèì èç îñíîâíûõ ôàêòî-
ðîâ, ïðèâåäøèõ ê ãðàæäàíñ-

êîé âîéíå â 1992 ãîäó. Â
ðåçóëüòàòå â ìåñòíûõ ÑÌÈ
óñòàíîâèëàñü ñàìîöåíçóðà, è
íà ñåãîäíÿøíèé äåíü â íèõ íå
âåäåòñÿ ñêîëüêî-íèáóäü ñå-
ðüåçíûõ äèñêóññèé îá èñëàìå
âîîáùå, î ïîëèòè÷åñêîì èñ-
ëàìå èëè î ðîëè ðåëèãèè â
îáùåñòâå. Ìåæäó òåì ïðåä-
ñòàâëåíèå î äåñòðóêòèâíîé
ðîëè ÑÌÈ îñòàåòñÿ íåäîêà-
çàííûì, è äî ñèõ ïîð íå ïðî-
âîäèëîñü ñèñòåìàòè÷åñêèõ
èññëåäîâàíèé â ýòîé îáëàñòè.
Ñòðåìÿñü âîñïîëíèòü ýòîé
ïðîáåë è ïîìî÷ü ñîîáùåñòâó
æóðíàëèñòîâ Òàäæèêèñòàíà
ñîñòàâèòü áîëåå ÷åòêîå ïðåä-
ñòàâëåíèå î òîé ðîëè, êîòî-
ðóþ íåêîòîðûå ÑÌÈ ñûã-
ðàëè â òðàãè÷åñêèõ ñîáûòèÿõ
òåõ ëåò, CIMERA â ýòîì ãîäó
ïðèñòóïèò ê ðåàëèçàöèè íà-
ó÷íî-èññëåäîâàòåëüñêîãî
ïðîåêòà ïî ýòîé òåìàòèêå.

Âûçûâàåò óäèâëåíèå òîò
ôàêò, ÷òî íè â Öåíòðàëüíîé
Àçèè, íè çà åå ïðåäåëàìè
ïî÷òè íåò èíôîðìàöèè î ðî-
ëè èñëàìà êàê ïîëèòè÷åñêîãî
ôàêòîðà. Â ïîäòâåðæäåíèå
óñòîÿâøåìóñÿ ìíåíèþ îá

Àíäðå Ëoðø,
CIMERA, Æåíåâà, äèðåêòîð ïðîåêòà ÑÌÈ ÖÀ.
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André Loersch,
 CIMERA, Geneva, CA Media Project Director.

Introduction
............................................................................................................................... ........

The goal of the
Dushanbe conference on 21 and
22 April 2002, organised within
the framework of the regional
CA Media, appeared as a chal-
lenge: provoke discussions over
the questions of Islam in soci-
ety and Islam and politics in
Central Asia media. On the one
hand, there is a general belief
that political Islam represents
today a potential threat to the
security of the republics of Cen-
tral Asia, and that the less this
sensitive topic is raised, the
better. On the other hand,
there is also the belief that me-
dia would, simply by address-
ing this issue, provide support
and encouragement to the most
radical and violent voices.

By organising such a con-
ference in Dushanbe, gathering
experts and journalists together
in order to encourage the lat-
ter to benefit from the knowl-
edge of the former, and by
launching a public debate on
these questions through their
media, means that we radically
deny any justification for a
policy of silence. For two rea-

sons: the first, because informa-
tion on the reality of political
Islam is dramatically missing
within Central Asia itself. The
second because media does not
have obligatorily the negative
impact it is assumed to have
when raising sensitive issues.
The question is not what issues
to address but how to address
them: it is unlikely that balanced
and analytical material, based
on precise data and facts, will
provoke a civil war.

As we have seen, little is
known on the impact of media
in general, and on the impact
of media in conflict situations in
particular. The development of
journalism in Tajikistan is cur-
rently hampered, due in part to
the common belief that the
media was one of the main fac-
tors in the outbreak of civil war
in 1992. This belief is sufficient
to act as a self-censoring fac-
tor, and to ensure that no seri-
ous debate takes place in the
generalist media of the country
on Islam, political Islam or on the
role of religion in society. How-
ever, there is little evidence so

far and, for the time being, no
systematic research has been
carried out in this area. It is with
the hope to fill this vacuum, and
to help the community of jour-
nalists of Tajikistan to have a
clearer view on the role certain
media have taken in those dra-
matic events, that CIMERA is
to launch this year a research
project on that subject.

On the question of political
Islam itself in Central Asia, one
can only be struck by the gen-
eral lack of information avail-
able, both outside as well as
within the region. To illustrate
their beliefs in the danger po-
litical Islam would today repre-
sent, experts generally mention
that an Islamic component, the
Islamic Renaissance Party,
played a key role in the civil
war in Tajikistan between 1992
and 1997 as a prominent mem-
ber of the United Tajik Opposi-
tion. They also point to the ac-
tivities of movements such as
the Hizb ut-Tahrir (HT) and the
Islamic Movement of
Uzbekkistan (IMU). The events

....................................................................................................................................................PRESENTATION
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îïàñíîñòè ïîëèòè÷åñêîãî
èñëàìà, ó÷åíûå îáû÷íî ññû-
ëàþòñÿ íà òî, ÷òî Ïàðòèÿ
èñëàìñêîãî âîçðîæäåíèÿ,
êàê íàèáîëåå âëèÿòåëüíàÿ
ñèëà â ðÿäàõ Îáúåäèíåííîé
òàäæèêñêîé îïïîçèöèè, ñûã-
ðàëà êëþ÷åâóþ ðîëü â ãðàæ-
äàíñêîé âîéíå â Òàäæèêèñ-
òàíå â 1992-1997 ãîäàõ. Ïðè-
íÿòî òàêæå óïîìèíàòü äåÿ-
òåëüíîñòü òàêèõ ñèë, êàê
Õèçá-óò-òàõðèð è Èñëàìñêîå
äâèæåíèå Óçáåêèñòàíà. Ñî-
áûòèÿ 11 ñåíòÿáðÿ 2001 ã. è
îáúÿâëåííàÿ Àìåðèêîé «âîé-
íà ñ òåððîðèçìîì» ëèøü
ïîäêðåïèëè ýòî ìíåíèå.
Âûïóñòèâ â ñâåò áåñòñåëëåð
î äâèæåíèè Òàëèáàí, æóðíà-
ëèñò Àõìåä Ðàøèä ïîñâÿòèë
ñâîþ ñëåäóþùóþ êíèãó òåìå
èñëàìà â Öåíòðàëüíîé Àçèè.
Â êíèãå ñ íåäâóñìûñëåííûì
íàçâàíèåì «Äæèõàä. Ïîäúåì
âîèíñòâóþùåãî èñëàìà â
Öåíòðàëüíîé Àçèè» àâòîð
âûðàæàåò óáåæäåíèå, ÷òî
èñëàìñêèå äâèæåíèÿ «ðàñ-
ïðîñòðàíÿþòñÿ ñ íåâåðîÿò-
íîé ñêîðîñòüþ». Âïðî÷åì,
íåêîòîðûå ôàêòû, íà êîòî-
ðûå îí îïèðàåòñÿ, ïðåäñòàâ-
ëÿþòñÿ ñîìíèòåëüíûìè. Òàê,
àâòîð ïðèâîäèò ñîäåðæàíèå
áåñåäû ñ ÷åëîâåêîì, íàçâàâ-
øèìñÿ îäíèì èç ëèäåðîâ
Õèçá-óò-òàõðèð è çàÿâèâøèì,
÷òî «÷òî ó Õèçá-óò-òàõðèð
áîëåå 60 òûñÿ÷ ñòîðîííèêîâ
òîëüêî â Òàøêåíòå, è äåñÿòêè

òûñÿ÷ â äðóãèõ ãîðîäàõ». Ïî
ìíåíèþ àâòîðà, ýòî çàÿâëå-
íèå «ïîäòâåðæäàåòñÿ  ôàê-
òîì ìàññîâûõ àðåñòîâ ÷ëå-
íîâ Õèçá-óò-òàõðèð â òðåõ
öåíòðàëüíîàçèàòñêèõ ñòðàíàõ
â 1999-2001 ãã.» Ó âñÿêîãî,
êòî âñòðå÷àëñÿ ñ ïðàâîçàùèò-
íèêàìè â Óçáåêèñòàíå, òàêîå
ïîäòâåðæäåíèå âûçîâåò ëèøü
íåäîóìåíèå: ïî ìíåíèþ
óçáåêñêèõ ïðàâîçàùèòíèêîâ,
îáâèíåíèå â ñâÿçÿõ ñ Õèçá-
óò-òàõðèð èñïîëüçóåòñÿ ãî-
ñóäàðñòâåííûìè îðãàíàìè
ïðîñòî êàê ïðåäëîã äëÿ
ìàññîâûõ àðåñòîâ ëþáûõ
èíàêîìûñëÿùèõ. Èç ýòîãî
ïðèìåðà ÿñíî, íàñêîëüêî
ìàëî ìû çíàåì î ïðåäìåòå
ðàçãîâîðà. Èçâåñòíî, ÷òî
ñóùåñòâóåò âîîðóæåí-íîå
äâèæåíèå, ÷òî ñóùåñòâóåò
Õèçá-óò-òàõðèð, ðàçâåðíóâ-
øèé ïðîïàãàíäó äàæå â èí-
òåðíåòå. Ïðè âñåì òîì ìíî-
ãèå ñïåöèàëèñòû ïî ðåãèîíó
ïðèçíàþò, ÷òî ïîêà íèêîìó
íå óäàëîñü îöåíèòü ðåàëüíûé
ïîòåíöèàë ýòèõ äâèæåíèé.
Îäíî äåëî – ïðîâîöèðîâàòü
âîîðóæåííûå ñòîëêíîâåíèÿ â
òðóäíîäîñòóïíûõ ãîðíûõ ðà-
éîíàõ è ïîääåðæèâàòü òàì
íåñòàáèëüíîñòü, è ñîâñåì
äðóãîå äåëî – ñâåðãàòü ïðà-
âèòåëüñòâà èëè óñòàíàâëèâàòü
õàëèôàò â Ôåðãàíñêîé äîëè-
íå.

Íåò òàêæå ÿñíîñòè è â
îïðåäåëåíèè òîãî, ÷òî òàêîå

ïîëèòè÷åñêèé èñëàì è êàêóþ
ôîðìó ãîñóäàðñòâåííîñòè
èìåþò â âèäó òå ñèëû, êîòî-
ðûå ñòðåìÿòñÿ – èëè ñ÷èòàåò-
ñÿ, ÷òî ñòðåìÿòñÿ – ïîñòðî-
èòü â ðåãèîíå «èñëàìñêîå
ãîñóäàðñòâî». Ìû ñî÷ëè
íóæíûì ïðèãëàñèòü íà íàøó
äèñêóññèþ ñïåöèàëèñòà èç
Èðàíà, ÷òîáû îí ðàññêàçàë
ó÷àñòíèêàì î ãîñóäàðñòâåí-
íîì óñòðîéñòâå è ôóíêöèîíè-
ðîâàíèè ýòîé èñëàìñêîé ðåñ-
ïóáëèêè, èñïîëüçóþùåéñÿ
êàê ñèìâîë â ðèòîðèêå ïîëè-
òè÷åñêîãî èñëàìà. Â êà÷åñòâå
åùå îäíîãî ïðèìåðà èçâíå
ðåãèîíà ìû âêëþ÷èëè â ïî-
âåñòêó äíÿ êîíôåðåíöèè
äîêëàä î ðîëè èñëàìñêîãî
ôàêòîðà â  âîéíå â Áîñíèè-
Ãåðöåãîâèíå. Òàê æå, êàê è â
ñòðàíàõ Öåíòðàëüíîé Àçèè
ñåãîäíÿ, äåñÿòü ëåò íàçàä
ñèòóàöèÿ íà Áàëêàíàõ âûçâàëà
ìíîãî÷èñëåííûå êîììåíòà-
ðèè è ïðåäïîëîæåíèÿ î íà-
÷àëå íîâîãî «äæèõàäà» è î
ïîïûòêå áîñíèéñêèõ ìóñóëü-
ìàí óñòàíîâèòü èñëàìñêîå
ãîñóäàðñòâî â ýòîé ÷àñòè Åâ-
ðîïû. Îäíàêî ïðè äåòàëüíîì
àíàëèçå ñèòóàöèè íà Áàëêà-
íàõ, à ðàâíî è â Öåíòðàëüíîé
Àçèè, âûðèñîâûâàåòñÿ êàðòè-
íà ãîðàçäî áîëåå ñëîæíàÿ,
÷åì òî ïðåäïîëàãàåò ìîäíàÿ
íûíå òåîðèÿ «ñòîëêíîâåíèÿ
öèâèëèçàöèé».

Âîçâðàùàÿñü ê ïîëîæå-
íèþ â Öåíòðàëüíîé Àçèè,
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of the 11 of September 2001
and the American “war on ter-
rorism” have only served to re-
inforce such a general impres-
sion. After his best seller on the
Talibans, the journalist Ahmed
Rashid dedicated his next book
to Islamism in Central Asia. Its
title contains no ambiguity:
“Jihad, the Rise of Militant Is-
lam in Central Asia”, and ex-
pressed the conviction that Is-
lamic movements are “spread-
ing with incredible speed”.
However, some data used to
illustrate this process appears
doubtful. An interlocutor pre-
sented as an HT leader claimed,
“that the HT now has more than
sixty thousand supporters in
Tashkent alone and tens of thou-
sands in other cities”. For the
author of the book, this claim is
“supported by the large number
of arrests of HT members in all
three countries between 1999
and 2001”. Such an illustration
can only perplex anyone who
has had the opportunity to con-
fer with Human Rights activists
in Uzbekistan. They generally
consider that charges of affilia-
tion to the HT are a mere pre-
text for indiscriminate and mas-
sive government arrests of all
kind of opponents. Such an ex-
ample appears revealing on the
state of knowledge on this sub-
ject: we do know about the
existence of an armed move-
ment, we do know about the

existence of Hizb ut-Tahrir,
whose propaganda is available
even on the Internet, but - and
many specialists on the region
agree on this - nobody seems
able to measure the real poten-
tial of these movements. Pro-
voking armed clashes in a re-
mote and mountainous area of
the region and maintaining it in
a state of permanent insecurity
is one thing. To overthrow gov-
ernments or create a Califat in
the Ferghana Valley is a totally
different one.

There is also a general
vagueness on the meaning of
political Islam and what form of
State is referred to by those
willing, or believed to be will-
ing, to establish an “Islamic
State” in the region. While dis-
cussing Islam and society and
political Islam, we therefore
thought it appropriate to invite
someone from Iran, able to
bring light on the institutional
functioning of this “Islamic Re-
public”, which represents a sym-
bol in terms of political Islam.
As a second example from out-
side the Central Asian region,
we thought it also instructive to
have a presentation on the role
political Islam played during the
war in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Like
in Central Asia today, the situ-
ation in the Balkans ten years
ago provoked many comments
and assumptions on a new
“Jihad” taking place there and

on the supposed attempt, from
the Bosnian Muslims, to estab-
lish an Islamic State in this re-
gion of Europe. A close analy-
sis of the situation however, as
in Central Asia, gives a picture
with more nuances than the
fashionable “clash of civilisation”
theory would suggest.

Coming back to the situa-
tion in Central Asia, one of the
most encouraging lessons to be
learnt from the Dushanbe con-
ference lay in the kind of dis-
cussions that took place during
those two days. Many partici-
pants and observers were posi-
tively surprised by the fact that
representatives of political
movements which were, only a
few years ago, engaged in
armed battle, could discuss
calmly and publicly - and argue
with each other - the nature of
political Islam in Tajiikistan. By
their acceptance of the dia-
logue, Mr Mukhiddin Kabiri,
Deputy Chairman of Party Is-
lamic Renaissance in Tajikistan,
Mr Ibrohim Usmonov, State Ad-
viser to the President of the
Republic of Tajikistan proved it:
a public and open debate is
possible today in Tajikistan, and,
we believe, in some other coun-
tries of Central Asia. And it is
time for the media to give it the
place it deserves.
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íàäî îòìåòèòü, ÷òî îäíèì èç
íàèáîëåå îáíàäåæèâàþùèõ
èòîãîâ êîíôåðåíöèè â Äó-
øàíáå ñòàë õàðàêòåð äèñêóñ-
ñèé, ïðîõîäèâøèõ â ýòè äâà
äíÿ. Ìíîãèå ó÷àñòíèêè è
îáîçðåâàòåëè áûëè ïðèÿòíî
óäèâëåíû òåì, ÷òî ïðåäñòàâè-
òåëè ïîëèòè÷åñêèõ äâèæåíèé,
åùå íåñêîëüêî ëåò íàçàä âî-
âëå÷åííûõ â âîîðóæåííûå
êîíôëèêòû, ñìîãëè ïóáëè÷íî
â ñïîêîéíîì òîíå áåñåäîâàòü
- è ñïîðèòü - î ïðèðîäå
ïîëèòè÷åñêîãî èñëàìà â
Òàäæèêèñòàíå. Òîò ôàêò, ÷òî
â äèàëîãå ïðèíÿëè ó÷àñòèå
çàìåñòèòåëü ïðåäñåäàòåëÿ
Ïàðòèè èñëàìñêîãî âîçðîæ-
äåíèÿ Òàäæèêèñòàíà Ì.Êàáè-
ðè è Ãîñóäàðñòâåííûé ñîâåò-
íèê Ïðåçèäåíòà Ðåñïóáëèêè
Òàäæèêèñòàí È. Ê. Óñìîíîâ,
ñâèäåòåëüñòâóåò, ÷òî ñåãîäíÿ
â Òàäæèêèñòàíå – è, êàê ìû
ïîëàãàåì, è â äðóãèõ ñòðàíàõ
Öåíòðàëüíîé Àçèè – âîç-
ìîæíà îòêðûòàÿ îáùåñò-
âåííàÿ äèñêóññèÿ ïî îñòðûì
âîïðîñàì. Ïðèøëî âðåìÿ,
÷òîáû ýòà äèñêóññèÿ çàíÿëà
äîñòîéíîå ìåñòî â ñðåäñòâàõ
ìàññîâîé èíôîðìàöèè.
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