Migration and socio-cultural change: The case of Armenia

Venue: 

Kornhausforum in Bern, Mediensaal

April 14 2005

20h

Program

Part I:
Input Lectures
Welcoming address (10 min.)

Anna Neubauer, Researcher, SFM

Carine Bachmann, Director, CIMERA 

Explain framework of the evening, research, exhibition, book. Introduce program of the evening and speakers.

Understanding mass emigration from Armenia: socio-political changes since independence (20’)

Vicken Cheterian, Director of Programs, CIMERA (20’)

English

Brief introduction to socio-political and economic development of independent Armenia who fuelled the mass emigration; ending with a certain number of theses regarding the challenges posed by migration processes to the democratization process.

The Armenian case in the context of global migratory movements since the Soviet collapse

Aleksander Iskandarian, Director of the Caucasus Media Institute, Armenia (30’)

English or Russian with consecutive translation into English

Mapping of migration movements in the Caucasus and former SU; challenges posed by migration to the political development of the region.

BREAK (10’)

Part II: Roundtable - Return migration to Armenia: Challenges and potentials (45’)

Questions

· What impact does the massive emigration from Armenia have on the Armenian society? On political, social, cultural and economic level?

· What are the challenges with regard to return migration? Are return migrants development agents and how? And which are the main problems regarding return migration? What can Switzerland do to help Armenia to capitalize from the experiences and competences of returning migrants? 

· What can Armenia do to capitalize from the experiences and competences of returning migrants?

Moderator

Janine Dahinden, Project Manager SFM (confirmed)

Participants (provisory!)

· Markus Reisle, Migrationsbeauftrager, DEZA (confirmed)
· Frau Katharina Schnöring, IOM Bern Program Officer (confirmed)

· Hans Peter Bläuer, Länderreferent Armenien, Migrations- und Länderanalysen (MILA), Bundesamt für Migration (confirmed)
· Vicken Cheterian, Director of Programmes, CIMERA, Geneva (confirmed)

Alexander Iskandarian, Director of the Caucasus Media Institute, Yerevan (confirmed)
