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CONFERENCE

LANGUAGE POLICIES AND EDUCATION IN MULTILINGUAL SOCIETIES

March 2, 2006

Sympatia Hotel, Gagarin St. 4, 1st Alley, Tbilisi, Georgia

AGENDA

PART I — Setting the stage

Carine Bachmann, CIMERA Director, Switzerland

Welcome address (09:30 – 09:35)

Niculin Jaeger, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Switzerland to Georgia

Managing diversity in multilingual countries: why Switzerland supports this policy dialogue initiative (09:35 – 09:45)

Professor François Grin, University of Geneva, Switzerland, Project consultant 

Work plan: goals and approach of the conference (09:45 – 10:00)

Bela Tsipuria, Deputy Minister of Education and Science of Georgia

Language-related aspects of the education reform in Georgia 

(lecture: 10:00 – 10:25; Q&A: 10:25 – 10:40)

John de Fonblanque, Director at the Office of the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities, The Netherlands

Legal and institutional principles regarding language education and multilingual education as a means of civic inclusion and integration of minorities
(lecture: 10:40 – 11:00; Q&A: 11:00 – 11:15)

Coffee break (11:15 – 11:45)

PART II — Language education policy: concepts and practices

Professor François Grin, School of Translation and interpretation, University of Geneva,

and Deputy Director, Education Research Unit, Switzerland 

Key analytical tools in language education policy 

(lecture: 11:45 – 12:20; Q&A: 12:20 – 12:35)

Lunch break: 12:35 – 14:00

Ainura Jumaeva, President of Til-Dil Association, Kyrgyzstan

Case Study 1—Kyrgyzstan: introduction and mainstreaming of multilingual education in kindergartens and primary schools (lecture: 14:00 – 14:20; Q&A: 14:20 – 14:30)

Nick Gardner, Zerbitzuburua, Hizkuntza Politikarako Sailburuordetza, Eusko Jaurlaritza, Espainia, Head of section, Subdepartment of Language Policy, Basque Government, Spain
Case Study 2—Basque country: language education in the Basque country: a review of institutional models with a focus on bilingual education 

(lecture: 14:30 – 14:50; Q&A: 14:50 – 15:00)

Beatrice Schulter, OSCE/HCNM Georgia Program coordinator 

Psycholinguistic issues: multilingual education and cognitive development

(lecture: 15:00 – 15:20; Q&A: 15:20 – 15:30)
Coffee break: 15:30 – 16:00

PART III — Education challenges in multilingual Georgia: reviewing the issues
Panel discussion (16:00 – 17:00)

Moderator: John de Fonblanque, Director at the Office of the OSCE/HCNM

Panellists: Bela Tsipuria, Deputy Minister of Education and Science of Georgia; 

Marina Elbakidze, Project Coordinator, Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy and Development (CIPDD), Tbilisi; Nick Gardner, Language Planning Officer, Basque Government, Spain; Tom Trier, Regional Representative, European Centre for Minority Issues (ECMI), Tbilisi.

Wrap up (17:00 – 17:10) 

Professor François Grin, University of Geneva, Switzerland

Closing of the conference (17:10 –17:15)

Carine Bachmann, CIMERA Director, Switzerland

Working languages: Georgian, English, Russian. Simultaneous translation provided

The event is financed by the Swiss Department of Foreign Affairs and the OSCE / High Commissioner on National Minorities
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