ELECTIONS 2005
Monitoring of the election campaign coverage

in the media of the Kyrgyz Republic

(Presidential elections)

The monitoring is conducted by Internews in Kyrgyzstan and a Swiss-based non-profit organization CIMERA in Kyrgyzstan with the support of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

The monitoring period is 4 weeks (between 13 June and 10 July 2005).

The monitoring covers 150 print and 34 electronic media in Bishkek and seven provinces. These include all state, private and government agency media that currently operate throughout the Kyrgyz Republic.

The monitoring methodology is based on an analysis of quantitative and qualitative indicators of the content of the print media that are published during the indicated period and the broadcasts of television channels and radio stations during this period.

Electronic media: eight hours of prime-time are monitored daily from 17:00 until 01:00 on television, and from 07:00 until 15:00 on the radio.

Print media: all issues of daily, weekly and monthly newspapers that are published during the indicated period are read.

The objective of the monitoring is to record the process of the media operations during the election period, to establish the parameters of distribution of newspaper space and airtime among the presidential candidates, and to determine the participation of governmental, non-governmental and political structures during the electioneering period.

The quantitative indicators are defined by seconds for the electronic media and lines for the print media.

The qualitative indicators are determined by the tone of statements in broadcasts and publications—positive, neutral, and negative. 
The margin of error in the statistical estimates is 5 seconds for the electronic media and 10 lines for the print media.

FIRST WEEKLY REPORT (13 June - 19 June 2005)

REGIONS

OSH PROVINCE
ELECTRONIC MEDIA

OSH-3000 (state television and radio)

News programs featured the presidential candidates as follows: K. Bakiev – 2184 sec.

Total: 2,184 seconds on one candidate.

News airtime of the subjects involved in the elections was distributed as follows: information from the electorate – 13,221 sec. (65.2 %), from the CEC – 4,860 sec. (24 %), from the media – 2,184 sec. (10.8 %). 

Total: 20,265 seconds of airtime.

Tone of statements. The candidate K. Bakiev was featured in a neutral tone.

Advertisements from the candidates and public service announcements: none.

OSH-TV

News items on the candidates featured only K. Bakiev – 464 sec.

Total: 464 seconds on one candidate.

News airtime featuring the subjects involved in the elections was distributed as follows: information from the CEC – 1,827 sec. (66.4 %), from the electorate – 346 sec. (12.6 %), from the Government - 257 sec. (9.3 %), from the media – 166 sec. (6 %), from the security agencies – 155 sec. (5.6 %). 

Total: 2,754 seconds of airtime.

Tone of statements. All information featured a positive tone.

Advertisement airtime was not used by the candidates.

Public service announcements amounted to 125 seconds of airtime. 
Piramida-Osh TV

News items on the candidates featured only K. Bakiev – 872 sec.

Total: 872 seconds on one candidate.

News airtime featuring the subjects involved in the elections was distributed as follows: information from the electorate – 1,680 sec. (66.6 %), from the CEC – 844 sec. (33.4 %). 

Total: 2,524 seconds of airtime.

Tone of statements. All information had a neutral tone.

Advertisement airtime was not used by the candidates.

Public service announcements: none. 
Mezon TV 

News items did not mention the candidates.

News airtime featuring the subjects involved in the elections was distributed as follows: information from the media – 1,549 sec. (80.6 %), from the Government - 188 sec. (9.8 %), from the CEC – 186 sec. (9.7 %). 

Total: 1,923 seconds of airtime.

Advertisement airtime was not used by the candidates.

Public service announcements: none.

KEREMET TV 

News items did not mention the candidates.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections. Only information from the Government – 974 lines. 

Advertisement airtime was not used by the candidates.

Public service announcements amounted to 43 seconds of airtime.

DDD TV

News items did not mention the candidates.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: none.
Advertisement airtime was not used by the candidates.

Public service announcements amounted to 54 seconds of airtime.

PRINT MEDIA

Provincial state newspapers

(Ekho Osha, Osh Sodosi, Osh Janyrygy)

News items only mentioned the candidate K. Bakiev – 312 lines.

Total: 312 lines on one candidate.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections. Only information from the electorate was featured – 342 lines. 

Tone of the published items. Information on the candidate featured a neutral tone.

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

District and city state newspapers

News items did not mention the candidates.
Information on the subjects involved in the elections. Only information from the electorate was featured – 3,012 lines. 

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

Private newspapers

News items did not mention the candidates.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections. Only information from the electorate was featured – 130 lines. 

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

Government agency newspapers (Salyk-Ekspress newspaper)

News items did not mention the candidates.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: none.

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

JALALABAT PROVINCE

ELECTRONIC MEDIA

There was no information on the presidential elections in any electronic media of Jalalabat Province.

PRINT MEDIA 

Provincial state newspapers

(Akyikat, Jalolobod Tongi)

News items mentioned only the candidate K. Bakiev – 620 lines

Total: 620 lines on one candidate.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections. Only information from the Government was featured – 45 lines. 

Tone of the published items. Information on the candidate featured a positive tone

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

Private newspapers

News items mentioned only the candidate K. Bakiev – 150 lines

Total: 150 lines on one candidate.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections. Only information from the electorate was featured – 800 lines. 
Tone of the published items. Information on the candidate featured a negative tone.

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

Government agency newspapers

News items on the candidates mentioned: K. Bakiev – 480 lines (90.6 %), T. Bakir uulu – 50 lines (9.4 %).

Total: 530 lines on 2 candidates.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: none.

Tone of the published items. Information on the candidate featured a positive tone.

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

Regional and town newspapers

News items did not mention the candidates.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections. Only information from the CEC was featured – 2,370 lines. 

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

CHUI PROVINCE

ELECTRONIC MEDIA

Tatina Radio
News items on the candidates featured only K. Bakiev – 312 sec.

Total: 312 seconds on one candidate.

News airtime featuring the subjects involved in the elections was distributed as follows: information from the media – 120 sec. (48 %), from the electorate – 100 sec. (40 %), from the security agencies – 30 sec. (12 %). 

Total: 250 seconds of airtime.

Tone of statements. All information on the candidate had a neutral tone.

Advertisement airtime was not used by the candidates.

Public service announcements: none. 
PRINT MEDIA 

District and town state newspapers

News items mentioned only the candidate K. Bakiev – 133 lines

Total: 133 lines on one candidate.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections. Only information from the CEC was featured – 2,050 lines. 

Tone of the published items. Information on the candidate featured a positive tone

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

Private newspapers

News items on the candidates mentioned: K. Bakiev – 199 lines (91.7 %), T. Bakir uulu, K. Dushebaev, J. Jeksheev, T. Umetalieva, J. Sharipov., A. Aitikeev – 3 lines each (1.38 % each).

Total: 217 lines on 7 candidates.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections. Only information from NGOs was featured – 120 lines.

Tone of the published items. Information on K. Bakiev featured a positive tone; the remaining candidates were mentioned in a neutral tone.

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

ISSYKKUL PROVINCE

ELECTRONIC MEDIA

EKO TV

News programs did not feature the candidates. 

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: information from political parties and movements – 66 sec. 
Advertisement airtime was not used by the candidates. 

Anten-TV

News programs did not feature the candidates. 

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: information from the electorate – 367 sec. 
Advertisement airtime was not used by the candidates.

EMTV

News programs did not feature the candidates. 

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: information from the electorate – 165 sec. 
Advertisement airtime was not used by the candidates.

Public service announcements amounted to 154 seconds of airtime.

PRINT MEDIA 

Provincial state newspapers 
(Issyk-Kol Kabarlary, Vesti Issyk-Kulya)

News items on the candidates mentioned: K. Bakiev – 30 lines (44.1 %), T. Umetalieva, J. Sharipov – 7 lines each (10.3 % each), T. Bakir uulu, K. Dushebaev, J. Jeksheev, A. Aitikeev – 6 lines each (8.8 % each).

Total: 68 lines on 7 candidates.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: information from the CEC – 3,900 lines (98.5 %), from political parties and movements – 60 lines (1.5 %). 

Total: 3,960 lines.

Tone of the published items. Information on the candidate K. Bakiev is featured in a neutral tone. The remaining candidates were mentioned in a positive tone.

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

Private newspapers

News items on the candidates mentioned: K. Bakiev – 489 lines (56.4 %), T. Umetalieva, J. Sharipov, T. Bakir uulu, K. Dushebaev, J. Jeksheev, A. Aitikeev – 63 lines each (7.27 % each).

Total: 867 lines on 7 candidates.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: information from the Government – 360 lines (58.1 %), from the electorate – 200 lines (32.3 %), from the CEC – 60 lines (9.7%). 

Total: 284 lines.

Tone of the published items. Information on the candidate featured a neutral tone.

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

NARYN PROVINCE

ELECTRONIC MEDIA

Naryn Provincial TV

News programs did not feature the candidates. 

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: from the electorate – 474 sec. (45.3 %), from political parties and movements – 297 sec. (28.4 %), from the Government – 156 sec. (14.9 %), from diplomatic missions – 120 sec. (11.5 %). 

Total: 1,047 seconds of airtime.

Advertisements from the candidates: none.
Public service announcements: none. 
Ayan TV

News items on the candidates featured only K. Bakiev – 175 sec.

Total: 175 seconds on one candidate.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: information from the electorate – 160 sec. 
Tone of statements. All information on the candidate had a neutral tone.

Advertisement airtime was not used by the candidates.

Public service announcements amounted to 134 seconds of airtime.

Almaz-Naryn Radio

News programs did not feature the candidates. 

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: from the media – 389 sec. (50.3 %), from the CEC – 330 sec. (42.7 %), from the electorate – 54 sec. (7 %). 

Total: 773 seconds of airtime.

Advertisements from the candidates: none.
Public service announcements: none. 
Shankai TV

News programs did not feature the candidates. 

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: from political parties and movements – 16 sec. 

Advertisement of the candidate K. Bakiev – 40 sec.

Public service announcements amounted to 106 seconds of airtime.

PRINT MEDIA 

Provincial state newspapers (Tenir-Too)

News items did not mention the candidates. 

 Information on the subjects involved in the elections: from the CEC – 6,000 lines. 

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

Regional and town newspapers 

News items did not mention the candidates. 

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: from the CEC – 4,000 lines. 

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

TALAS PROVINCE

ELECTRONIC MEDIA

Provincial State Television and Radio 

News programs did not feature the candidates.
Information on the subjects involved in the elections: from the media – 119 sec. (64.7 %), from the electorate – 65 sec. (35.3 %). 

Total: 184 seconds of airtime.

Advertisement airtime was not used.

Public service announcements: none. 
PRINT MEDIA 

Provincial state newspaper (Talas Turmushu)
News items mentioned only the candidate K. Bakiev – 38 lines

Total: 38 lines on one candidate.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: none.

Tone of the published items. Information on the candidate featured a neutral tone.

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

BATKEN PROVINCE 

ELECTRONIC MEDIA

Salam Radio 
News items did not mention the candidates: K. Bakiev – 323 lines (70.2 %), T. Bakir uulu – 95 sec. (20.7 %), A. Aitikeev – 23 sec. (5 %), J. Jeksheev – 19 sec. (4.1 %).

Total: 460 sec. on 4 candidates.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: information from the media – 453 sec. (57 %), from the electorate – 141 sec. (17.7 %), from the Government – 92 sec. (11.6 %), from the CEC – 49 sec. (6.2 %), from diplomatic missions – 36 sec. (4.5 %), from political parties and movements – 24 sec. (3 %). 

Total: 795 sec.

Tone of statements. Information about the candidates K. Bakiev., T. Bakir uulu, and A. Aitikeev featured a positive tone Information about J. Jeksheev featured a neutral tone.

Advertisement airtime was not used.

Public service announcements: none. 
Royal Radio

News items on the candidates featured only K. Bakiev – 357 sec. 

Total: 357 sec. on one candidate.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: information from the electorate – 1,225 sec. (55.8 %), from the media – 380 sec. (17.3 %), from political parties and movements – 290 sec. (13.2 %), from the Government – 152 sec. (6.9 %), from the security agencies – 148 sec. (6.7 %). 

Total: 2,195 sec.

Tone of statements. Information on the candidate K. Bakiev was featured in a neutral tone.

Advertisement airtime was not used.

Public service announcements amounted to 306 seconds of airtime.

PRINT MEDIA 

Regional and town newspapers 

News items mentioned only the candidate K. Bakiev – 133 lines

Total: 133 lines on one candidate.

Information on the subjects involved in the elections: from the CEC – 2,000 lines. 

Tone of the published items. Information on the candidate featured a positive tone

Advertisement items on the candidates: none.

Note on the Electronic Media section:

Candidates' total airtime during the first week:

K. Bakiev. – 2,861 seconds, including 1,035 seconds in a positive tone, 102 seconds in a negative tone, 1,724 seconds in a neutral tone.

T. Bakir uulu – 95 seconds in a positive tone

J. Jeksheev – 19 seconds in a neutral tone.

A. Aitikeev – 23 seconds in a positive tone.

Notes on the Print Media section:

Total items on the candidates during the first week:

K. Bakiev. – 11,853 lines, including: 11,475 lines in a positive tone, 236 lines in a negative tone, 142 lines in a neutral tone.

T. Bakir uulu – 120 lines, including: 56 lines in a positive tone, 50 lines in a negative tone, 14 lines in a neutral tone.

K. Dushebaev – 28 lines, including: 6 lines in a positive tone, 16 lines in a negative tone, 6 lines in a neutral tone.

J. Jeksheev – 12 lines, including: 6 lines in a positive tone, 6 lines in a neutral tone.

T. Umetalieva – 13 lines, including: 7 lines in a positive tone, 6 lines in a neutral tone.

J. Sharipov. – 23 lines, including: 7 lines in a positive tone, 10 lines in a negative tone, 6 lines in a neutral tone.

A. Aitikeev – 11 lines, including: 6 lines in a positive tone, 5 lines in a neutral tone.
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